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The Bahá’í Peace Statement;  
A discussion of the Prerequisite for Global Peace and Justice

In 1986 a statement called The Promise of World Peace was released by The Universal House of Justice; the Bahá’í International Governing Council. The statement served as a hopeful promise as well as a warning to all the inhabitants of the world asking us to consider peace as a matter of principle and pursue it through an act of universal will avoiding the alternative which is arriving at peace after unimaginable catastrophes. I would like to invite the globalization conference participants to examine some of the highlights of The Promise of World Peace while examining our perceptions and emotions  about peace and justice today, about where we are, who we are and what we want. 

· The Great Peace towards which people of good will throughout the centuries have inclined their hearts is now at long last within the reach of the nations.

· The Bahá’í Faith regards the current world confusion as a natural phase in an organic process leading irresistibly to the unification of the human race.

· No serious attempt to set human affairs aright, to achieve world peace, can ignore religion;

· If humanity has come to a point of paralyzing conflict it must look to itself, to its own negligence, for the misunderstandings and confusion perpetrated in the name of religion.

· Had humanity seen the Educators of its childhood as agents of one civilizing process, it would have reaped incalculably greater benefit from the cumulative effects of their successive missions.

· How tragic is the record of the substitute faiths that the worldly-wise of our age have created. The fruits these doctrines have produced are the social and economic ills that blight every region of our world.

· That materialistic ideal have failed to satisfy the needs of mankind calls for an honest acknowledgement that a fresh effort must now be made to find the solutions to the agonizing problems of the planet.

· Banning nuclear weapons, prohibiting the use of poison gases, or outlawing germ warfare will not remove the root causes of war.

· Racism, one of the most baneful and persistent evils, is a major barrier to peace. The inordinate disparity between rich and poor keeps the world in a state of instability. Unbridled nationalism must give way to a wider loyalty, to the love of humanity as a whole.

· The emancipation of women, the achievement of full equality between the sexes, is one of the most important, though less acknowledged prerequisites of peace.

· The primary challenge in dealing with issues of peace is to raise the context to the level of principle, as distinct from pure pragmatism.

· Acceptance of the oneness of mankind is the first fundamental prerequisite for reorganization and administration of the world as one country, the home of humankind. Beyond pragmatic arrangements for security and coexistence lies the crowning goal: the unification of all the peoples of the world in one universal family. 

· The achievement of such ends, Unity in diversity, requires adjustment of national political attitudes, which now verge on anarchy in the absence of clearly defined laws or universally accepted and enforceable principles.

· The experience of the Bahá’í community may be seen as an example of this enlarging unity. We are happy to offer it as a model for study. We hold the conviction that all human beings have been created “to carry forward an ever advancing civilization, “that the virtues that befit human dignity are trustworthiness, forbearance, mercy, compassion and loving kindness towards all peoples. We convey to you not only a vision in words: we summon the power of deeds of faith and sacrifice; we convey the anxious plea of our coreligionists everywhere for peace and unity.
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